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l. I rolled my eyes. I already knew the outcome of this showdown.
Sure enough,thetabby went home with us. I named him afterJames
Herriot's Alfred, and left the males to bond. lt did not take long for
my husband and alfred to establish a routine. ln the mornings and
evenings after Paul returned from work, he would trudge to the
bathroom, the little grey and white car trotting after him.

The Chinese have many popular beliefs, customs and
superstitions. This is all part and parcel of the Chinese life. These
beliefs and customs may be termed superstitions. They may have
their own merits and demerits. But they form part of the
quintessence ofthe life in this oriental nation.
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:t. I was in the same school as Gretel allthe way tillwe were in Primary

5. lt was not until Gretel's family moved to my street that we became
confidantes. We were rather different; she was quite studious and l,

an average student, was intent on being the class clown.

Her decision to live in Canada in January 2001 was gut-wrenching.
I was shocked. I would probably never see her again! Needing to get
eye-drops for my tear-stained eyes, I went to a pharmacy.

While looking for the eye drops, an assistant asked if she could
help. I said my eyes were sore and she asked if they were itchy or
watering. ltold her about Gretel's decision to emigrate and it was
through crying that my eyes were in their current state. She nodded
sympathetically.

(a) Find and write down the words in the paragraph that are similar
in meaning to each of the following words/phrases:

u)

(ii)

(b)

(c)

a



Narrae:

I4HMHgffi ffi
:t. Timah Bte Haji Abdul's eyes sparkled when she shared her SG50

story with the reporter. When Timah was in her teens, she exhibited a

natural flair for all track and field sports, particularly running and
hurdling. Had she the opportunity to chase her dreams, she would
have become an athlete. However, life has a way of running off course
sometimes. She needed to help her parents to support the large
family financially. So, she hung up her running shoes and put her feet
to the sewing machine padel instead.

Soon, Timah found a job at Tan Tock Seng Hospital as a storekeeper.
She was responsible for mending and cleaning linen in the hospital. lt
was a physically demanding job which was usually undertaken by
male staff. Despite that, she was not daunted bythe magnitude of the
work.

When the deadly respiratory virus known as SARS broke out in
2003,Tmah proved to be an invaluable member of the hospital team.
Many were fearful to be around the infected patients but Timah did
not run away from her duties.

(a) Find and write down the words in the paragraph that are opposite
in meaning to each of the following words/phrases:

u)

(ii)

(iir)

(b)
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(c)

(d)

(e)
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